SELECTING MY PERFECT DOG  

COMPLETE PRIOR TO LOOKING FOR DOG, DISCUSS WITH TRAINER!

I do not want a dog that is (one or two major issues): ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

I DO NOT want a specific color/type of dog: ___________________________________________________________

I DO NOT want a dog that is(mark personality traits you least want in a dog):

__ Serious, no-nonsense  
__ Independent     
__ Stubborn

__ Distant and cat-like  
__ Fearful          __ Submissive

__ Excitable and bouncy  
__ Jealous of me    __ Playful  

__ Assertive and pushy   
__ Happy-go-lucky  
__ Goofy

__ Dependent and needy   
__ Calm, quiet      __ Slow

I want a dog that is about: ________ Height   ________ Weight

I want a dog with hair: __ Short 
__ Medium  
__Long




    __ sheds a little  
__doesn’t shed at all

              __sheds a lot(I like brushing every day)

I want a dog that is (choose several personality traits that best describe the dog you would like to have):

__Serious     



__Dependable  
   __ Responsible

__Slow and methodical 

__ Energetic  
   __ Playful 

__Fun-loving and goofy  

__ Brave

   __ Forgiving   __Attentive  



__ Smart  
   __ Trusting  __Assertive



__ Talkative      __ Happy/cheery

__Excitable and bouncy  

__ Protective     __ Stable   __Confident  


    
__ Sweet,loving   __Loves to work     __Easy going, laid back

__Calm    

I WANT a dog that requires (choose one): 

__ A lot of exercise so I will be outside often

__ A moderate amount of exercise and playtime 

__ A short walk or two     

__ Lots of play time

I WANT a dog that has these traits (these are desirable traits for all service dogs):


- Looks at me a lot

- Comfortable with all sorts of people


- Gets along with cats and small animals 

- Recovers quickly from a startle

- Likes dogs but prefers people




- Gives me the ball, or at least wants to play

- Lets me win at tug or at least plays nicely 

I DO NOT WANT a dog that has these traits (these are undesirable traits for all service dogs):

- Is afraid of thunder or loud noises



- Approaches the fence stiffly

- Stares hard back at me, shows any aggression or fear of me

- Drops its head and stares at another dog


- Barks incessantly

- Startles easily

- Is protective of food or toys




- Does ‘stand tall’ around dogs

- Is stiff when handled(be careful, stiffness 

     is indication of a possible bite)

- Is constantly climbing of top of me



EVALUATION FOR EACH SHELTER CANDIDATE

Dog Name____________________________
Kennel/run _____________

Breed ______________________________
Color___________________

Estimated age ______________
Estimated height/weight __________

M__ F__  Altered?___  

Coat length ______________________

Condition of run(feces smeared, etc)____________________________ 

How did it end up at shelter?___________________________________

Initial impression _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Lean on kennel ___pass
___fail ___possible ___________________

Stare test     ___pass
___fail ___possible ___________________

Walking to test area: 

Reaction to dogs ___pass
___fail ___possible ___________________

First activity when released in test area ______________________

________________________________________________________________

Reaction to bag/pack dropped nearby ___pass ___fail 

          __possible_______________________________

Reaction to gentle petting  ___pass ___fail ___possible_________ 

Check-in schedule: ___frequent  ___occasional  ___ infrequent

Interpersonal actions __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Staff comments about this dog __________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Selection Criteria – Must Pass All

1. Interested in people – Dog checks-in frequently rather than checking out it’s environment constantly
___Yes   ___No

2.  Height within range  ___Yes    ___No

    Weight within range  ___Yes    ___No

3. Energy level matches  ___Yes    ___No 

4. Color matches         ___Yes    ___No 

   Coat matches          ___Yes    ___No 

5. Personality matches   ___Yes    ___No 

6. Retrieve: toss a ball or toy, the dog should be willing to get the item and move towards you, not showing signs of keeping it away from you. A dog that dangles the item out of the side of it’s mouth is usually inviting play


Passes: ___LOVES fetching nicely ___casual interest  ___ runs and looks at item, includes you

Fails: ___ no interest  ___Incessantly, irritatingly   

fetches  ___protectiveness or any aggression

7. Good work ethic: is the dog willing to repeat an action several times in a row, such as sit? Or toss toy into high grass/weeds or out of sight behind something, dog should search for item for a couple minutes at least    ___Yes    ___No 

8.  Forgiving personality(Pinch test): after visiting with dog for a few minutes, gently step on the dog’s tail or pinch the dog’s toe webbing or it’s side. It should respond mildly, some gentle protest is acceptable, but it should lick you and not bite, growl, overreact or hold a grudge for several minutes

___Yes    ___No 

9. Adaptability: take dog to an unfamiliar area and see how it adjusts. Toss a strange object such as a backpack or open umbrella near dog (no closer than 6 feet)and see how long it takes for dog to adjust and check out the object. A few seconds is acceptable, a few minutes or not at all is not acceptable         ___Yes    ___No 

10. Lean test: Lean on kennel, facing it with arms overhead and leaning on kennel. Dog should be comfortable with action, not cowering in corner, running back inside, barking/growling

___Yes    ___No 

11. Stare test: crouch down to dog’s level and stare at it. Dog should look away, or down, perhaps wag tail gently. Dog should not stand taller, stare hard back, growl/bark, or move aggressively toward you.  ___Yes    ___No 

12. Noise test (drop penny can 6 ft away): Dog may be mildly startled, jump back slightly, bark mildly. Dog should not tuck tail and/or run away, bark or growl aggressively

 ___pass  ___fail 

Recovery time is how long it takes for dog to relax and ignore or possibly investigate can. Longer than 30 seconds is fail                                     Recovery time _______
___pass  ___fail

13. Hat/sunglasses test: Put on hat/sunglasses when dog isn’t paying attention or have partner or staff member help. Dog may startle briefly, drop it’s head and sniff suspiciously but recover quickly. Dog fails if it barks/growls aggressively, runs away or cowers.   

reaction _______________________________________________________

___pass  ___fail  

EVALUATION FOR REHOMING CANDIDATE

Dog Name____________________________
M__ F__  Altered?___  

Breed ______________________________
Color___________________

Vet name ___________________________ Shots current?___yes ___no

Estimated age ______________
Estimated height/weight __________

Where did family get dog from___________________________________ 

Why is dog being rehomed?___________________________________

Initial impression _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Does dog: ___dig   ___climb/dig under fences   __chew siding etc 

___ love kids  ___counter surf  ___bark in the house 

___ chase small animals or birds

Is it:

Crate trained ___yes  __no  ___yes but it:_____________________ 

House trained ___definitely  ___mostly  ___no  _________________

___friendly with cats  ___friendly with dogs ___________________ 

Walking in neighborhood: 

Reaction to leash  ___pass  ___fail  ___possible _______________

Reaction to dogs ___pass
___fail ___possible ___________________

Speed up, slow down, turn around ___pass  ___fail __possible____

Reaction to bag/pack dropped nearby ___pass ___fail 

          __possible_______________________________

Reaction to gentle petting  ___pass ___fail ___possible_________ 

Check-in schedule: ___frequent  ___occasional  ___ infrequent

Interpersonal actions __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Fetch test: 

probable passes: ___LOVES fetching nicely ___casual interest  ___ runs and looks, includes you

probable fail: ___ no interest  ___Incessantly, irritatingly   

fetches  ___protectiveness or any aggression

Noise test (drop penny can 6 ft away) ___pass  ___fail 

                                     Recovery time _______

Pinch test  ___pass  ___fail  ___possible ______________________

Hat/sunglasses test  ___pass  ___fail  ___possible______________ 

For puppies – same as above, plus(separate ones that are immediately undesired, have pups removed as you eliminate them):

Parentage of: mother ________________ father ___________________

Where is puppy kept ___house(best)  ___yard  ___garage/barn

   House is best, yard may be ok if near house and much interaction

Home is ___quiet  ___moderately busy  ___very busy with kids etc 

  Moderate to busy is best, quiet may limit dog’s recovery time etc

How many puppies in litter ____  How many left ____ (beware of leftover puppies, there may be a reason they haven’t been picked!)

What are other dogs like? ______________________________________

stress test: ___ on back reaction_______________________________

___hold vertical upright reaction_______________________________

Observe pup’s interactions with litter _________________________

________________________________________________________________

Strange surfaces (take plastic bag to use and anything else you can)

  ___pass  ___fail  ___possible ______________________________________

What toys are around pups? (wide variety is good)___________________

______________________________________________________________________

